
Honoring our Differences in a Safe Community
In recognition that we are a nation of blended indigenous and immigrant people, we, the citizens of Shutesbury, support and endorse a culture of appreciation for the inherent value of all persons within our community regardless of race, sex, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation or immigration status.
With awareness that many of our residents have strong feelings about the current political environment, we resolve to stand together, embracing our diversity and honoring our political differences.  Furthermore, we will not condone any political rhetoric, regardless of viewpoint, that involves threatening or intimidating language.  We support and encourage thoughtful and respectful dialogue and debate about controversial issues.  It is part of our democratic spirit of engagement.  We shall be vigilant in defense of the rights of all people in our determination to be a welcoming community.
To that end, we resolve that the Town of Shutesbury will equally enforce the law and serve the public.  Citizenship, immigration status, lack of immigration documentation, national origin, race, and ethnicity shall have no bearing on an individual’s treatment by the Town of Shutesbury’s Police Department.
Furthermore, this resolution shall be displayed publicly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We acknowledge that it will be the combined actions of our entire community and not simply this resolution that will be our guiding force.
Passed unanimously at Shutesbury Annual Town Meeting,
May 6, 2017


